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5 The present Tulpehocken Manor includes 150 acres of the . °
“original 240 acre tracts purchased by Christopher Ley and Jacob
Lower c. 1738. Located on this tract are a number of signifi-.
‘cant 18th and 19th century buildings ineluding two Swiss/Cerman

bank houses, a Victorianized manor house, and several unusual
. outbuildings.

' Perhaps the two most outstanding buildings on the tract

-'Q;éfe.the bank houses built by Christopher Lay and Jacob Lower
" between 1740.and 1745.

: . ried in a steep bank
. along the Tulpehocken Creek. Both houses are constructed of

~limestone and have 7 foot central arches which shelter small

The kitchen and cellar areas of both houses are largely
original. Stone steps lead from the upper level to the large
vaulted archway. The spring located beneath the arch provided
water for both the kitchen and the food storage cellar. The
‘kitchen located in the south room has a brick floor and a 5
massive 10 foot wide fireplace. A trough located along. the :
wall opposite the fireplace carries water from the Spring
through the kitchen. B

.. Entrance to the main level of the houses is through the
north gable. The entrance way -opens onto a hall which leads
to a living room and two bedrooms. Fireplaces are located in
- the living room and one bedrqom. Both houses originally had
- a second story loft. This is still extant on the Lower/Spangler
‘house. (Michael Spangler bought the Lower house in 1745.)

.However, c. 1850 a full second story was added to the Ley houses.

. Aside from this, alterations to the two properties have been

minor. Later proches have been added and the pent eaves on the

gable ends are gone. Except for the addition of modern utilities
. the interiors are largely original.

Directly to the northeast of the Lower/Spangler house is- R
 the George Spangler house. Built around 1780 this four bay -: - -
. limestone house with rear extension has undergone extensive
. _alterations. The house was originally a center chimney building -
. with arched windows. Both the windows and the chimney have been

SEan.

 removed although the stone window arches canfétill_bé

»:-ﬂTwo hundred feet to the northwest of the. Christc
house Michael Ley Mansion house.- Ley :built &
ouse in 1769. Constructed of limestone with-large

to e”gﬁoiné,uthe:house had an eight rpo@'
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Description:

hall. This house wag extensively remodeled and enlarged by
Samuel Urich in 1883. A long two story section was added in
the rear of the original house. A full mansard roof replaced
the original gable roof. Elaborate hooded dormers were loca-
ted in the roof of both the main section and the new addition.
The dormers in the main facade have twin and triple arch win-
dows with carved finials, brackets and mouldings. The wide
overhanging cornice of the mansard roof is set off by a series
of modillions and brackets. Square bay windows were added to
each gable end. The new addition has a two story porch/balcony
running the full length of the east and west sides. The porch
is decorated with elegant gingerbread scrollwork. An equally
elegant Victorian porch was also added to the front of the
building at this time. The victorianization of the Ley mansion
was completed with the addition of iron grill work along all
the rooflines ineluding the porch and bay windows. Since the
1883 '"modernization” the house has not been altered. The
interiors are particularly good examples of Victorian design.

Immediately to the west of the manor house 1s a small
frame gambrel roof house. Known as the Cyrus Sherk house, 1t
was built for Mrs. Urich's father who was not allowed to smoke
in the newly remodelled manor house.

The numerour barns and outbuildings which dot the farm
date largely from the early or mid 19th century. These build-
ings include two barns, several sheds, two corn cribs, a sheep
cote, greenhouse, cider house, chicken house, cob house,
granary, smokehouse, washhouse and necessity. Of particular
note is the mid 19th century, 129 foot stone bank barn located
in the western complex. The victorian necessity with its hip
roof, cupola and facilities for seven individuals Is unusual
both in size and design. The frame green house immediately
behind the necessity has bands of consoles and dentil mould-
ings, quite unusual for such a utilitarian building.

Also on the property is a large stone gquarry. Stone was
quarried here for the construction of the various buildings on
the plantation and also for shipment south on the Union Canal.
The ruins of a workers village for the Italian quarry workers
is located on the north bank of the quarry.

The ruins of four locks of the Union Canal are located
along the south bank of Tulpehocken Creek near the quarry.
These locks were constructed in 1794 by the Schuylkill & Susque-
hanna Navigetion Company and mark the highest point on the Canal;
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v Thls tract of land along the Tulpehocken Creek was originally
~settled by Christopher Ley and Jacob Lower. Ley and Lower, recent
“immigrants from the Rhine Valley, purchased contiguous 240 acre tracts
. from Casper Wistar of Philadelphia c. 1738. Shortly thereafter they
“built identical stone houses only 300 feet apart. Both men died in
17%5 and the Lower tract was sold to Michael Spangler. Michael Ley,
Christopher's son, built the large Georgian manor house in 1769.
Michael was an important merchant of the region-and during the Revo-
lutlonary War served as a colonel in a Lancaster County regiment.

- Liey was glso a friend of George Washington who visited the Ley Plan-
i-tatlon several times from 1777 to 1794.

: The Tulpehocken Manor Plantation contains an unusual number of
'farchltecturally significant bulldlngs. In addition it is. I'ep‘l"eqent-
‘ative-of an early farmstead and also played an 1mportant role in the
‘commerce of the region.

The var1ous buildings on the plantation are architecturally
The Chrlstopher Ley and Lower/SpangTer houses are.

° eldom ‘to be seen in this country. The manor house
eerlously‘ 1tered in its Vlctorlanlzatlon nevertheless 1is

The various outbu11d1ngs 1nclud1ng the
ne09551ty, and greenhouse are also to be noted for

een‘0perated'as a.working farm since 1740.
iated with 18th and 19th century farms are
] s auxlllary farm bulldlngs such ag the

plg pen,asmokehouse, granary, etc., are in good condition.

rce of .G ion The.Unlon Canal ran throuvh the property
”1t 1ocks of the cana located just. north of the stone

' tthe summit locks, the farm became
These Toc&s built in 779LL are NOW: 1n

an importa nt transhlnment p01pt.
ruins.
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Significance:

At present Tulpehocken Manor Plantation is operated as
a working farm and tourist attraction. Accomodations for

visitors are available in the Manor House and adjacent build-
ings.
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Boundary Descriptia - TULPEHOCKEN MANOR PLANTATIN
: Lebanon County

The present area of the Plantation encompasses the
heart of the original land grant of Christopher Ley and
Jacob Lower. The area included in this nomination is
rectangular in shape and bounded on the north by Route
422 and on the south by the Reading Railroad right-of-way.
Beginning at a point on the south side of the highway
right-of-way where the Tulpehocken Creek crosses the road,
the property line runs in a southerly direction for 2700
feet to the Reading Railroad right-of-wayj; thence along
the right-of-way in an easterly direction for 2525 feet;
thence in a northerly direction for 2380 feet to the high-
way right-of-way; thence in a westerly direction along
the south side of the highway for 2900 feet to the begin-
ning point.
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